A NEW ALOE FROM S-W. ARABIA 


G. W. REYNOLDS 
(With Plates XXXI & XXXII) 


Aloe lavranosii Reynolds. Species nova, affinis A. massawanae Reynolds, 
sed foliis brevioribus et rigidioribus, inflorescentia breviori et plus ramosa 
differt; affinisque A. breviscapae Reynolds, sed foliorum marginibus valide 
dentatis, inflorescentia altiore, pedicellis brevioribus discedit. 

Planta succulenta, acaulescens vel caulibus usque 15 cm. longis. Folia 
10—14, dense rosulata, deltoideo-acuta, carnosa, patentia, apice leviter recur- 
vula, 28 cm. longa, 7-5 cm. lata, 15 mm. crassa, rigida; supra viridula, basi 
plana, superne late canaliculata ; subtus convexa; marginibus dentibus deltoideis 
pungentibus 3 mm. longis, 6—12 mm. distantibus armata. 

Inflorescentiae saepe 2, 4—9-ramosae, c. 60 cm. altae. Racemi cylindraceo- 
acuminati, sublaxe florentes, 15—20 cm. longi, 5 cm. diam. Bracteae ovato- 
acutae, 8 mm. longae, 3 mm. latae, albidae, scariosae, 7-nervatae. Perianthium 
luteum, glabrum, cylindrico-trigonum, 30 mm. longum, basi obtusum, circa 
ovarium 7 mm. diam., hinc levissime constrictum; segmenta exteriora per 
10 mm. libera, 3-nervata. Antherae 1—2 mm. exsertae. Stigma demum 2 mm. 
exsertum. Ovarium viridulum, 7 mm. longum, 2:5 mm. diametro. 

Habitat. South Arabian Federation, Amiri highlands, approx. 2 miles north 
of Dhala, c. 13° 43’ N., 44° 45’ E., fl. 25 August 1962, Lavranos 1890 holotype 
(PRE), isotype (K). 

During his extensive travels in the South Arabian Federation in 1962 and 
1964 investigating the Aloes, Euphorbiae, Stapelieae etc., Mr. John Lavranos 
found at least five new species of Aloe, one of which I have much pleasure in 
naming after him. The others will be described shortly. 

Numbers of plants were found on a low rocky basalt hill on the Amiri 
highlands about 2 miles north of Dhala, which is about 87 miles north of Aden, 
at an altitude of approximately 4,500 ft., and in an area receiving about 15 ins. 
of rainfall annually. 

A. lavranosii with its bright yellow flowers is a strikingly attractive species, 
and belongs to a group of Aloes characterized by having racemes about 15—20 
cm. long, short pedicels 5—10 mm. long, and perianths averaging 30 mm. long, 
with outer segments connate to beyond the middle. It is not closely allied to any 
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species hitherto described, but shows some affinities with A. massawana Reynolds 
and A. breviscapa Reynolds, both from the African mainland. 

A. massawana differs in having longer, broader, less rigid leaves, and an 
inflorescence that is only 3—4-branched and twice as high, with perianths that 
are pale scarlet and somewhat white-striped. A. breviscapa is separated from 
A. lavranosii by having larger leaves, an inflorescence that is only slightly higher 
than the apices of the leaves, longer laxer racemes, and longer pedicels. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Plant succulent, acaulescent, or with short decumbent stems up to 15 cm. 
long, rarely solitary, usually in groups of 5—8 rosettes. 

Leaves 10—14, densely rosulate, obliquely ascending-spreading, deltoid- 
acute, somewhat falcate, with apices slightly recurved, 28 cm. long, 7-5 cm. 
broad at base, 15 mm. thick, very stiff and rigid; upper surface uniformly olive- 
green with brownish tinge, flat near base, broadly canaliculate upwards; lower 
surface convex, otherwise as in the upper surface; margins horny, continuous, 
pinkish-brown, armed with pungent deltoid brownish teeth 3 mm. long, 6—12 
mm. apart, more crowded low down, the apex acute and armed with 2—4 
small sharp teeth. 


Inflorescence usually 2 from a rosette successively, ascending to suberect, 
60 cm. high, 4—9-branched. 

Peduncle basally plano-convex and 12 mm. broad, biconvex upwards, 
brown, the base of lateral branches enveloped by 2 sterile-bracts, one above 
and one below; sterile bracts broadly deltoid, acute, papery, whitish, many- 
nerved. 

Racemes cylindric-acuminate, sublaxly flowered, the terminal 16—20 cm. 
long, the lateral a little shorter, about 5 cm. diam., youngest buds suberect, 
older buds spreading, open flowers pendulous. 

Bracts ovate-lanceolate, acute, 8 mm. long, 3 mm. broad at base, thin, 
scarious, whitish, 7-nerved. 

Pedicels yellowish-green, 8 mm. long. 

Perianth bright yellow, smooth, (without indumentum) cylindric-trigonous, 
30 mm. long, basally obtuse, 7 mm. diam. across the ovary, very slightly con- 
stricted above the ovary, thence trigonous and slightly compressed laterally, 
the mouth open; outer segments free for 10 mm., 3-nerved, the nerves brownish 
becoming greenish and confluent at apex, the apices subacute slightly spreading; 
inner segments free but dorsally adnate to the outer for 20 mm., broader than 
the outer, with 3 crowded bright yellow nerves forming a keel becoming greenish 
near apex, the broad margins white, the apices more obtuse than the outer. 
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PLATE XXXI. Aloe lavranosii Reynolds 


Fic. 1. Flowers 1/1, from bud to post-pollination stage. 
Fic. 2. Plants in natural habitat, 2 miles north of Dhala, Aden Protectorate, 
Height 70 cm. Flowering in August 1962. Photos: Mr. J. Lavranos. 


PLATE XXXII 


Aloe lavranosii Reynolds. 


Young plant cultivated in Johannesburg, flowering April 1964. Height 
60 cm. Photo: Mr. J. Lavranos 
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Filaments pale yellow filiform-flattened, the 3 inner narrower and lengthening 
before the 3 outer with their anthers in turn exserted 1—2 mm. 

Stigma at length exserted 2 mm. 

Ovary bright green, 7 mm. long, 2:5 mm. diam. 
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